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enable physicians to provide greater individualized 
patient care.  Prometheus is a leader in applying the 
principles of personalized medicine to the diagnosis and 
treatment of gastrointestinal diseases and is applying 
these principles to oncology.  Its strategy includes the 
marketing and delivery of pharmaceutical products 
complemented by proprietary diagnostic testing 
services.  By integrating therapeutics and diagnostics, 
Prometheus believes it can provide physicians with 
more targeted solutions to optimize care for their 
patients.  Prometheus became part of Nestlé Health 
Science in July 2011. Prometheus’ corporate offices 
are located in San Diego, California.

For more information about Prometheus, please visit:
prometheuslabs.com

About Nestlé Health Science
Nestlé Health Science, a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Nestlé, is a health-science company engaged in 
advancing the role of nutritional therapy to change 
the course of health for consumers, patients, and its 
partners in healthcare. Nestlé Health Science’s portfolio 
of nutrition solutions, diagnostics, devices, and drugs 
targets a number of health areas, such as inborn errors 
of metabolism, pediatric and acute care, obesity care, 
healthy aging, as well as gastrointestinal and brain 
health.  Through investing in innovation and leveraging 
leading edge science, Nestlé Health Science brings 
forward innovative nutritional therapies with clinical, 
health economic value, and quality of life benefits.  
Nestlé Health Science employs around 3,000 people 
worldwide and is headquartered in Epalinges (near 
Lausanne), Switzerland.

For more information, please visit: 
nestlehealthscience.com

PROMETHEUS and Anser are registered 
trademarks of Société des Produits Nestlé S.A. Vevey, 
Switzerland.  ENTYVIO is a registered trademark of 
Millennium Pharmaceuticals Inc.  INFLECTRA is a 
registered trademark of Hospira, a Pfizer Company.

For more information contact: 
Geri Vena-Shores

630-485-0965
geri.venashores@prometheuslabs.com

prometheuslabs.com

PROMETHEUS® ANSER® VDZ TEST VALIDATED FOR 
USE IN INFLAMMATORY BOWEL DISEASE PATIENTS
New Test for Patients Treated With Vedolizumab 
(Takeda’s ENTYVIO®)
SAN DIEGO, CA – Prometheus Laboratories Inc. 
announced the successful completion of the validation 
of the new PROMETHEUS Anser VDZ test for use 
in adult patients treated with vedolizumab in the 
management of moderate to severe active ulcerative 
colitis and Crohn’s disease. 

“PROMETHEUS Anser VDZ uniquely measures 
both serum drug concentrations and antidrug antibody 
levels of vedolizumab from a single serum sample that 
may be obtained at any time during treatment,” said 
Tharak Rao, Vice President and Chief Medical Officer 
at Prometheus Laboratories Inc. “PROMETHEUS 
Anser VDZ is a drug-tolerant assay that overcomes 
the limitations of assays that cannot measure both serum 
drug concentrations and antidrug antibody levels, even 
in the presence of vedolizumab.”

PROMETHEUS Anser VDZ is the latest addition 
to a comprehensive portfolio of monitoring tests that 
began with the introduction of PROMETHEUS Anser 
IFX in 2012. “Nearly 100,000 patient experiences with 
the PROMETHEUS Anser tests have been completed to 
date,” added Rao. “PROMETHEUS Anser VDZ is a new 
monitoring test that helps healthcare providers optimize 
clinical response to vedolizumab in adult patients with 
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD).” PROMETHEUS 
Anser tests provide important information that may 
help guide management decisions, whether clinicians 
are treating IBD patients with vedolizumab or anti-TNF 
agents, including infliximab, infliximab biosimilars, 
and adalimumab.

Vedolizumab was approved by the United States 
(U.S.) Food and Drug Administration in 2014 (under the 
brand name ENTYVIO) and is being commercialized 
in the U.S. by Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A, Inc. 

About Prometheus
Prometheus Laboratories Inc. is committed to improving 
lives through the development and commercialization 
of novel pharmaceutical and diagnostic products that 
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CROHN’S & COLITIS FOUNDATION OF AMERICA 
ANNOUNCES RECIPIENTS OF 2016 IBD SCIENTIFIC 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Awards presented at the 2016 Crohn’s & Colitis 
Foundation of America’s Advances in Inflammatory Bowel 
Diseases Clinical and Research Conference
ORLANDO, FL –The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of 
America (CCFA) announced three physician-scientists 
as recipients of the 2016 Inflammatory Bowel Disease 
(IBD) Scientific Achievement Awards. The award 
winners include:

•	 Scientific	Achievement	in	IBD	Clinical	
Research	Award: 
Dr. James D. Lewis, 
University of Pennsylvania Perelman 
School of Medicine

•	 Scientific	Achievement	in	Basic	IBD	
Research	Award: 
Dr. Thaddeus S. Stappenbeck, 
Washington University School of 
Medicine

•	 Henry	D.	Janowitz	Lifetime	
Achievement	Award: 
Dr. Bruce E. Sands, 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

“We are pleased to recognize Drs. Lewis, Stappenbeck, 
and Sands for their commitment, innovation, vision, 
and leadership in the IBD scientific community,” said 
Caren Heller, MD, CCFA’s Chief Scientific Officer. 
“Their work has helped move IBD research and patient 
care in ways that will ultimately improve the quality of 
life for patients and their families.”

The award recipients were nominated by the medical 
and research community for their exceptional dedication 
to the field of IBD. The awards ceremony took place 
during the annual Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of 
America’s Advances in Inflammatory Bowel Diseases 
Conference, held December 8-10 in Orlando, FL.

About the Award Recipients

James D. Lewis, MD, MSCE
Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology
Senior Scholar in the Center for Clinical Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics
Associate Director of the Inflammatory Bowel Disease 
program
University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine
Dr. Lewis has been actively involved in clinical research 
related to inflammatory bowel diseases, medication 
safety, and optimizing medical therapies for nearly 
20 years. During the last 5 years, he has additionally 
focused on the impact of diet on the gut microbiome 
and the course of inflammatory bowel disease. He has 
employed various research methods to address these 
questions, ranging from mathematical modeling to 
placebo-controlled randomized trials. His work has 
been funded by the NIH, AHRQ, PCORI, and numerous 
foundations and corporate sponsors. Dr. Lewis 
previously served as the Chair of the National Scientific 
Advisory Committee and a member of the National 
Board of the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America 
(CCFA) and as associate editor for Gastroenterology 
and Pharmacoepidemiology and Drug Safety. He is 
currently the lead scientist for the CCFA’s IBD Plexus 
and an Associate Editor for the journal Inflammatory 
Bowel Diseases.

Thaddeus S. Stappenbeck, MD, PhD
Conan Professor of Pathology & Immunology
Co-Chief of the Division of Laboratory and Genomic 
Medicine
Washington University School of Medicine
Dr. Stappenbeck’s research program has focused on 
the response of intestinal epithelial cells to injury 
using several mouse models including chemical and 
physical damage as well as genetic modulation of 
the immune system and epithelial function. His lab 
has found epithelial repair is directed by intestinal 
microbes, specific cells of the immune system and 
the stromal cells that support the epithelium. Within 
the intestinal epithelium, the process of autophagy 
is required within specific secretory cells to support 
intestinal homeostasis. His lab has been supported by 
the National Institute of Health, the Crohn’s & Colitis 
Foundation of America, The Broad Medical Research 
Program, the Pew Foundation, among others.practicalgastro.com
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Bruce E. Sands, MD, MS
Dr. Burrill B. Crohn Professor of Medicine
Chief of the Dr. Henry D. Janowitz Division of 
Gastroenterology
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
For his entire professional career, Dr. Sands has focused 
his research and clinical care on IBD. He helped to 
launch the Susan and Leonard Feinstein IBD Clinical 
Center at Mount Sinai and has been the PI on a number 
of groundbreaking studies of new therapeutic agents 
for the treatment of IBD. Before coming to Mount 
Sinai, he was on the faculty at Massachusetts General 
Hospital and was founder and Co-Director of the MGH 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center. In 2008, he 
served as the Acting Chief of the Gastrointestinal Unit 
at Massachusetts General Hospital. While in Boston, 
he was an active member of CCFA’s New England 
Chapter, where he served as Chair of their Medical 
Advisory Committee and was awarded Humanitarian 
of the Year in 2006. Dr. Sands has also served as the 
Chair of the CCFA’s Clinical Research Alliance, and 
on the National Scientific Advisory Committee. Dr. 
Sands is a past chair of the International Organization 
for the Study of Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IOIBD) 
and has also served as the Chair of the Immunology, 
Microbiology and Inflammatory Bowel Disease Section 
of the American Gastroenterological Association. Dr. 
Sands has been an Associate Editor for the journal 
Gastroenterology, and is on the Editorial Board 
of Inflammatory Bowel Diseases. Dr. Sands is the 
principal investigator of the Ocean State Crohn’s 
andColitis Area Registry (OSCCAR), one of the only 

(continued from page 76) prospective inception cohorts in the United States. He 
has published over 150 peer-reviewed articles on the 
topic of inflammatory bowel disease, including papers 
on etiology, diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment.

The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation’s annual conference 
is the “can’t miss” event for healthcare professionals 
and researchers who study and manage patients with 
inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD). The Foundation 
will be holding its next conference in January 2018.

About the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America
The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America (CCFA) 
is the largest non-profit voluntary health organization 
dedicated to helping patients battling inflammatory 
bowel diseases (IBD). CCFA’s mission is to cure Crohn’s 
disease and ulcerative colitis, and to improve the quality 
of life of children and adults who suffer from these 
diseases. The Foundation works to fulfill its mission 
by funding research; providing educational resources 
for patients and their families, medical professionals, 
and the public; and furnishing supportive services for 
those affected by IBD.

For more information, visit:

ccfa.org
call: 888-694-8872

email:	info@ccfa.org
Contact:	Jeanine	Kober

JKober@ccfa.org
646-943-7481
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