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and colitis. More than 1.6 million Americans live 
with IBD, and the number is increasing. However, 
every patient experiences the diseases differently.

 “It’s important for people to understand 
that every IBD patient’s journey is unique,” said 
Michael Osso, President & CEO of the Crohn’s & 
Colitis Foundation. “That is why sharing stories, 
like Michael Mauti’s, during Crohn’s & Colitis 
Awareness Week is so important. It helps show 
just how debilitating and varied these diseases can 
be, and how we need the support of everyone–in 
and out of the IBD community–in order to unite 
to care and cure Crohn’s and colitis.”

 Crohn’s & Colitis Awareness Week is observed 
yearly from December 1-7. The week was first 
designated in 2011 by U.S. Senate Resolution 
199. Each year, the week brings together patients, 
caregivers, providers, and the general public 
to educate others for better understanding, and 
strengthen the fight to find cures for Crohn’s and 
ulcerative colitis. Mauti’s cleats are just one part 
of this year’s awareness week campaign. Other 
activities include live social media chats, patient 
video testimonials, advocacy efforts in Washington, 
D.C., and more.

To learn more about Crohn’s & Colitis 
Awareness Week and see all the ways 

to get involved, visit:
crohnscolitisfoundation.org/AwarenessWeek

About the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation
The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation is the largest 
non-profit, voluntary, health organization dedicated 
to finding cures for inflammatory bowel diseases 
(IBD). The Foundation’s mission is to cure Crohn’s 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS LINEBACKER KICKS OFF 
CROHN’S & COLITIS AWARENESS WEEK WITH 
MY CAUSE MY CLEATS
Michael Mauti will wear cleats during Week 13 
designed to raise awareness of Crohn’s disease 
and ulcerative colitis
NEW YORK, NY–Crohn’s & Colitis Awareness 
Week kicks off on December 1, and in recognition 
of the observance, New Orleans Saints linebacker 
Michael Mauti will dedicate his cleats during Week 
13 of the NFL season to help raise awareness of 
these inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD) and the 
critical work of the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation to 
find cures for Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis. 
Mauti’s cleat design features the Foundation’s logo 
along with the Colitis Ninja, an icon of ulcerative 
colitis blogger Amber Elder, who is local to Mauti’s 
home state of Louisiana.

Mauti is all too familiar with these debilitating, 
incurable digestive diseases. He was diagnosed 
with ulcerative colitis during his senior year 
at Pennsylvania State University. For years, 
medication helped control his disease symptoms–
which included abdominal pain, urgency, weight 
loss, mental anguish, and much more–until last 
November.

 From November–April, Mauti underwent a 
series of three surgeries during which his colon and 
rectum were removed and an internal pouch was 
created from the small intestines and connected 
to the anus, preserving the nerves and muscles 
necessary for continence. After going through the 
surgeries, Mauti is more committed than ever to 
raising awareness of Crohn’s and colitis.

“As someone who struggled with ulcerative 
colitis on and off the field for years, I’m grateful 
to help bring awareness and help provide resources 
for the many people out there struggling with 
IBD,” said Mauti. “On my cleats, I’ve featured 
the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation, which raises 
money to help fund research to hopefully one day 
find cures for these diseases, and Colitis Ninja, a 
great information resource for people to share their 
stories, as well as raise awareness to help people 
fight these diseases together.”

 Stories like Mauti’s are all too common. That 
is why, during Crohn’s & Colitis Awareness Week, 
the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation is working to 
raise awareness of the individual nature of Crohn’s (continued on page 62)

Photo Credit: New Orleans Saints



62� PRACTICAL�GASTROENTEROLOGY� •� DECEMBER�2017

MEDICAL BULLETIN BOARD

earliest stage,” said Keiichi Nagata, Division 
President, FUJIFILM Medical Systems U.S.A., 
Inc. - Endoscopy. “We look forward to supporting 
Fight Colorectal Cancer with the common goal of 
preventing disease through enhanced screening 
capabilities and early diagnosis.” 

The partnership between Fujifilm and Fight 
Colorectal Cancer will peak in March 2018, kicking 
off Colon Cancer Awareness Month as Fujifilm 
sponsors Fight Colorectal Cancer’s sixth annual 
‘One Million Strong’ campaign. Fujifilm will 
participate in a NASDAQ bell ringing ceremony 
in New York City on February 28, 2018, and will 
sponsor Fight Colorectal Cancer’s awareness 
efforts, which include a kick-off event in Los 
Angeles, California, on March 8, 2018. 

“We are extremely grateful to have the support 
of Fujifilm toward our One Million Strong campaign 
in 2018,” said Anjee Davis, president of Fight CRC. 
“This movement is all about empowering survivors 
to have courage - the courage to share their stories, 
raise their voices and educate their family members 
and friends about screening. Fujifilm’s support 
will help us reach even more people through this 
year’s campaign.” 

For more information, please visit:
fujifilmendoscopy.com

About Fujifilm
FUJIFILM Medical Systems U.S.A., Inc. is a 
leading provider of diagnostic imaging products 
and medical informatics solutions to meet the 
needs of healthcare facilities today and well into 
the future. From an unrivaled selection of digital 
x-ray systems, to the Synapse® brand of PACS, RIS 
and cardiovascular products, to advanced women’s 
health imaging systems, Fujifilm has products 
that are ideal for any size imaging environment. 
The Endoscopy Division of FUJIFILM Medical 
Systems U.S.A., Inc. supplies high quality, 
technologically advanced FUJINON brand 
endoscopes to the medical market. TeraMedica 
Division delivers healthcare informatics, and is 
the leading provider of vendor neutral, enterprise-
wide solutions for unrestricted medical image 
management. FUJIFILM Medical Systems U.S.A., 
Inc. is headquartered in Stamford, CT.

For more information please visit:
fujimed.com

disease and ulcerative colitis, and to improve 
the quality of life of children and adults who 
are affected by these diseases. The Foundation 
works to fulfill its mission by funding research; 
providing educational resources for patients and 
their families, medical professionals, and the 
public; and furnishing supportive services for those 
afflicted with IBD.

For more information visit:
crohnscolitisfoundation.org 

888-694-8872 
info@crohnscolitisfoundation.org

FUJIFILM PARTNERS WITH FIGHT COLORECTAL 
CANCER AS A SPONSOR OF “ONE MILLION 
STRONG”
Allendale, N.J., December, 2017– As part of its 
ongoing commitment to promoting early detection 
of colon cancer, FUJIFILM Medical Systems 
U.S.A., Inc. - Endoscopy announced its partnership 
with Fight Colorectal Cancer, the leading 
colorectal cancer advocacy organization. The two 
organizations will support a national movement 
called “One Million Strong” that brings together 
the strength of more than one million colorectal 
cancer survivors living in the United States.

Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of 
cancer deaths in men and women in the U.S. but it 
is highly preventable. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, over 60 percent 
of deaths from colorectal cancer could be avoided 
with screening.

“Fujifilm is a pioneer in developing innovative 
endoscopic devices designed to provide physicians 
with better imaging to diagnose disease at its 
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