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Introduction to a New Series

GI MOTILITY: A SERIES FROM THE AMERICAN MOTILITY SOCIETY

Henry P. Parkman, M.D., Series Editor

Iam delighted to present a series of articles on Gastrointestinal Motility in Practical 
Gastroenterology. These articles will discuss key aspects of gastrointestinal motility dis-
orders focusing on how they relate to practicing gastroenterologists and other health care

providers. GI motility disorders are common reasons for patients to see gastroenterologists.
Knowledge of the pathophysiology, evaluation and treatment of these disorders is important
to appropriately care for patients with gastrointestinal motility disorders in clinical practice. 

This series was put together under the aegis of the American Motility Society (AMS).
The AMS is the organization in the United States dedicated to the study of GI motility and
its disorders. The AMS, through scientific and educational meetings, through position
papers, and through its web site (www.motilitysociety.org), provides information to practic-
ing gastroenterologists and other health care providers in the area of GI motility on the care
of their patients. 

Each article of this series was specifically written for practicing gastroenterologists and
health care providers. The epidemiology, symptoms, tests for evaluation, and treatment will
be covered for clinical disorders. When discussing evaluation of patients with GI motility
tests—the indications for the test, how the patient prepares for the test, how the test is done,
how to interpret the test, and how it can affect patient outcome—will be discussed. 

The American Motility Society Series on GI Motility for Practical Gastroenterology
will consist of the following articles:

• Introduction to the Series 
• Importance of GI Motility Disorders
• Pathophysiology of Neurogastroenterology Disorders (GI Motility and Sensory Disorders) 
• Sensation in the GI Tract: Overview of Pathophysiology and Treatment
• GI Motility/Sensory Disorders: The Patient Perspective 
• Esophageal Motility/Sensory Disorders 
• Gastric Motility/Sensory Disorders: Gastroparesis and Functional Dyspepsia 
• Irritable Bowel Syndrome: Diagnosis and Management 
• Constipation: Colonic and Anorectal Motility Disorders 
• Intestinal Microbes as a Factor in GI Motility Disorders
• Scintigraphy for Evaluating Patients with GI Motility Symptoms 
• The GI Surgeon in the Treatment of Patients with GI Motility Disorders 

I hope the readers enjoy the articles as much as I have!

Henry P. Parkman


